USSR-~-iran

The 1ISSR is attempting to offset Iran's animosity -
generated o~ he Soviet arms supply relatlonship with Irag.
Over the pas: several days Soviet Ambassador to Iran
vinogradov hes met with Prime Minister Rajal and Assemdly
Speaker Refsanjani to moll hran and to suggest that
the Soviezs still w lationship with the gov-
ernment in Tenran. '

‘Subseguent Iranian clfi hat Vinogradov olifered
arms to Iran have been den Rrcefully by the Soviéts,
aoparent fcr Baghdad's b if. It seems likely, how-
.ever, th
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h inogradov sugg broadening the existinc
v relazionship.

has hearcd that Vinogr ade & genecal Olrer Ot

assistance against "imperifgli aggression.” []
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The Soviets'
may have Deen sou

rove relaticns with Tehrran
v moression that Iran hes
so far been unwil to lessen its hostility toward the
US in orcer Lo o©b US military supplies. They prod-
ably have now ccncluded that the war, rather +than leacding
to the collegse of the XKhomeini regime, hes strengthenad
it. Some Soviet diplicmats reportedly have been surprised.
that the ethnic cgroups in Iran have not exzploi
" conflict with Irag to increase pressure for au

| -

0ty

et (D
o}
30 Dorn

o N

[

e

ced the
tonomy .

i l.,\‘-:q:g-_:

LSS BUNIEN
7L




There has-been no indication, however, that Iranian
leaders have becBbme any more amenable to Soviet overtures,
and the war may have strengthened their suspicions of the
1lah Beheshti, in a press conference Wednesday,
ow of cooperating with the US against Iran.

In line with Soviet efforts to avoid antagonizing 5
Tehran, Moscow apparently is stalling on expediting addi-
tional supplies to Iraqg.

Iranian Diplomatic Activity

2 Iran continues to reject a cease-fire but is lncreas- -
ing its diplomatic efforts to present its case against -
Iraq. Ayatollah Khomeini yesterday again called for the
overthrow of the Baghdad regime. Khomeini apparently is
considering a proposal from Tehran's new representative to

the UN, Ali shams Ardakani, to present a formal demarche

to the Security Council condemning lraq and calling for

Iraqi withdrawal from Khuzestan. [:::] :
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i and some Iranian leaders, in~luding Presi-
Nir, are becoming increasingly concerned
b ranf diplomatic isolation. Ardakani has been
3 s gogernment to refrain from threatening the
Persian walli | producers and other belligerent acts
fin order to improve Iran's imace. Iran has sought to
fimorove its ties wirth Arab radicals such as Syria and
ibya and is dispatching ar emissary to Western Zurope
8:nd Moscow to present Tehran's case.

lerical leaders are less concerned about
isolation. On Wednesday Beheshti publicly
# -sadr's claim that Iran must improve its
erna ol image. The clerics have long sought to
W.e the influence of diplomats like Ardakani.

Al Agaba closely. According IL

Ejan Israeli kEZLu* DUTT I oo e T e R

33 Tan n Iragqi cargo ship headed for Al Agaba
on Tuesday. After determining the ship's cargo, the
Israelis let it proceecd. St4—nre _MCA
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